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The Land of Perlistan

Perlistan
® is a hub of Central Asia's fabled Silk Road

e founded by refugees from the lands of UNIX
& C

e who were fleeing persecution from the
» Shell's incessant tinkering with their

commands
» C's penchant for shooting them in the foot
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A Visit to Perlistan

e Like other nations settled by refugees,
» Perlistan is linguistically diverse

® Let's visit the Central Market
» to hear some of the dialects used by food

vendors

» as they direct assistants in sales transactions
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The Dialects of Perlistan
marketplace protocols

"Foreach gingko nut in basket, test it for
freshness and push it in bag.”

e This speaker is from the land of the UNIX Shell

"Test it for freshness and push it in bag, foreach
gingko nut in basket.”

e UNIX Shell land from also, dyslexic but

"Bag -- grep ripe -- basket of gingko nuts.”
® "/diomatic” Perl: a native, or naturalized, Perlistani
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Tattooed Perlistanis

To deal with the language barriers, some
wear forehead marklngs to identify thelr dlalects

Idiomatic Idiomatic Shellish
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Communications in Perlistan
Linguistic Devolution

Others resort to:
e hon-verbal

protocols
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Custom Dialects of Perl

Why do the immigrants speak distinctly
different dialects?

e because rather than learning al// of Perl,
» each group gravitates to the parts that are

most familiar

e which works because Perl is derived from
Shell, C, AWK, etc.
» and incorporates their concepts and syntax
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Custom Dialects of Perl
(cont.)

Educators can help the refugees apply
their strategy, by:

e Teaching a subset of Perl that lets
UNIX/Linux People capitalize on their
existing knowledge
» SO they can learn Perl easily and efficiently

e Leaving out Perl’'s more esoteric and
redundant bits
» SO they won't have to learn too much
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What is Minimal Perl?

Minimal Perl is:

e a subset of standard Perl designed to be
easily learned by UNIX/Linux people

e successfully taught to Fortune 500 clients
since 2000
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Coming in Fall, 2005
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The Flyer

ol hooks make Perl unneces=sariby harl to “If youw're already [eent tn Perls mother tongue, and
h-"l learn by attempting to teach the whale want to discover how expressive and poetic Perl
language, including its many redundan- tself can be, you could have chosen o better
cies, while ignoring the reader’s knowledge of relat- primer than this book @t no better pidde fhim
el languages and concepts. Minimal Ped makes Perl Or Tim Maker, a gifted teacher and a decorated
easy 1o learn by teaching a strategically designed veteran of hoth the Ut world and the Perd com
subset thats familiar to UMD Linux people, and by munity. 5o, welcame to Perd! Yoo dont e to come
capitalizing on their existing know ledge rather than frome *nix to work here ... but 3f certainly helps.”

e
IEneTng k. —Fmom the Forewond by D Damian Conway

1 1 - i ol Wl: 1 =] - 'I_:l'l-_l Wented Per
With this book, readers learn a carcfully designed wthor of Manning’s bestselling Object Oriented Perl

subsct of the language called “Minimal Perl”, which
the author developed through five vears of training TABLE OF CONTENTS
software professionals at major corporations. 1t

makes Perl more accessible o those having Foreward

UMIXLinux skill levels ranging trom elementary to Praface

expert, by capitalizing on their existing knowledge Part | Perl for UNIXLinue People lsars and
ol important utilities (grep, awk), or essential con- Programmers)

cepls (lilters, command substitution, loopingt. Introducing Minimal Perl

Dozens of detailed programming examples are Parl essentials

shown, drawn from conte mporary application arcas Perl as a (better] grep Command
such a= system administration, networking, web

; : e Perl as a (hetter) sed Command
development, databases, finance, HTML, CGI, and

Perl as a (hetter) awk Cormmand

AA: = e cxt analysis.
J\‘I [” l' ”]”'I P[ ] , SR Parl as a (bettar] find Command
J(} I L.Ifl'.\lfL\’ LEARN HOW TO | Perl for UNIXLinux Shell Programmers

Built-in fun cticns
and Linux People

* Exploit the power of Perl while avaiding B Scripting technigues

IR EEmHEILE List wariables
* Capitalize on your existing UNIXLinox m—
skills to learn Perl quickly and easily

= Write simple yet powerful programs that 11 Submutines, scoping, and madules
o important data processing Lasks APPENDICES
& Special wariables cheatshegt
B Effects of double-guotes in Shell and Perl

€ Bunning Perl programs an non-Unic systems
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A fun book to read!

After 29 years of working
o with UNIX

e and for the Bell System, UC Berkeley, Sun
Microsystems, and Consultix
And 23 years of teaching
e UNIX, Linux, or Perl
» I've met a lot of zany characters and had a lot
of amusing experiences
» They are featured in the book's "case studies"!
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Minimal Perl
Geting more Info

® See www.MinimalPerl.com
» to read the book's foreword
m by Damian Conway
» for flyer downloads
» for advance orders
» to be notified when the book ships
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Enjoy the conference!
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