Minimal Perl

for Shell Users
and Shell Programmers

Part I: One-liners that beat grep, sed, and awk

Tim Maher

www.TeachMePerl.com
tim(AT)TeachMePerl.com
(866) DOC-PERL

01/22/04 Printing



(C) 2003, Tim Maher  1-2  www.TeachMePerl.com

Talk Outline
Introduction
» intended audience, goals, etc.
Part I

» for Shell Users and Programmers
» assumes some UNIX command experience
Part II
» for Shell Programmers
= and Shell Users who aren't scared of more
detail
» assumes some Shell Programming know-how
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Part |

for
Shell Users
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Why UNIX Users Need Some Perl

(even if their brains are already full)

® Perl is more
» powerful,
» flexible,
» portable,
» productive
» refined, and
cool
» than its UNIX antecedents
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Learning about Perl

® You don't have to read the "Camel" book
» 1,092 pages
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Learning about Perl
(cont.)

e You don't even have to read the (much
smaller) "Llama" book
» 316 pages
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Learning about Perl
(Part 3)
You can easily learn some basic Perl by
leveraging your knowledge
® of Shell
» variables,
» arguments,

» conditionals,
» regexes,

» I/O handling, etc.
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Minimal Perl

a dialect of Perl

e Perl is rich in expressive capabilities
» and syntactic variabilities
e TMTOWTDI
» "There's More Than One Way to Do It!"
» but nobody really needs 7 different ways to do
the same thing
e "Minimal Perl"” dialect
» used in this talk, and upcoming book
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